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love is much more glorious even than the extent of your powers and riches!J>
About this period died that distinguished advocate Tronchet, who so nobly undertook the defense of Louis XVI. The King, when on his trial, demanded the assistance of Target and Tronchet; the former declined, probably from conscientious scruples. Tronchet, though infirm, and almost a septuagenarian, accepted the noble commission. He was a man of great talent and probity. Napoleon, an acute judge of merit, sought his assistance, notwithstanding his great age (eighty-seven), in the compilation of the Civil Code.
This year, 1806, seemed to be as fatal to our navy as it had been favorable to our continental successes. I had been witness of the satisfaction with which Napoleon received the news of the victory of Algesiras; an accident made me also the witness of his grief on learning the capture of Admiral Linois by the English on his return from India. He commanded a single ship of the line, and one frigate; the enemy had not only a superior force, but an entire squadron.
The Emperor's agitation in the first moment of hearing the news must have been terrible; his countenance was greatly changed when he came, soon after, into the Empress's apartment, where we then were, and his emotion was even then violent; a frightful oath escaped him. The Empress Josephine said a few words to him in a low voice; he answered, still passionately, and I heard the words: (< Poor Magon! * He recovered himself soon, and spoke of Admiral Linois in the most flattering terms, and such as this distinguished sailor merits.
Alas! the battle which took place some weeks previously to this latter affair, between the English Admiral Duckworth and the French Rear-Admiral Leissegues in the Bay of Saint Domingo, was the deathblow to our navy. It is true that it was our constant misfortune to encounter forces numerically superior. Thus, in the instance of the battle of Saint Domingo, we were, as usual, in the minority ; * the English had seven ships of the line, two frigates and two sloops, and their whole squad-
* [The English reader will make allowance for Madame Junot's nationality in thus attempting to palliate the naval disasters of the French; in making the above assertion she forgets that in the battle of